Diseases of the Chest. 4th edn H C Hinshaw & J F Murray pp 1013 £24 London: Saunders 1980 For many years there were few books on respiratory disease, and previous editions of 'Diseases of the Chest' largely stood alone in providing a comprehensive textbook on the subject. Over recent years this position has changed and there are now many textbooks dealing with pulmonary medicine and related subjects. The last edition of this book was in 1969 and it has been extensively revised to enable it to re-enter what is now a much more congested market. It has clearly been difficult to combine the old traditions of the book with new information and the change in style which has accompanied the recruitment of Dr John Murray, who has lent his formidable talents to the production of this new edition. On the whole, the result is a success with a comprehensive account of thoracic disease being contained within the covers of a single volume. The book continues to be written for physicians in general, rather than the specialist thoracic physician, and provides a valuable reference textbook for undergraduate medical students and general practitioners. Such is the pace of change, that the book is not fully upto-date despite its recent publication and contains few references to such contemporary techniques as CT scanning, developments in radioisotope lung imaging using krypton gas and assessment of host defence mechanisms. This is a problem not peculiar to this book which, on balance, provides a good account of contemporary knowledge about chest disease and can be recommended as such.
T ] H CLARK

Professor of Thoracic Medicine Guy's Hospital MedicalSchool, London
Placenta -A Neglected Experimental Animal P Beaconsfield & C Villee (ed) pp 442 $50 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1979 Because it is so full of concentrated facts this is not an easy book to review. It reports a 'round table discussion' held at Bedford College in October 1978 under the auspices of the Special Commission on Internal Pollution. The method of reporting the discussion which followed each paper is unusual and does not contribute to ease of reading. The authors present a thesis that research workers have for years ignored the placenta as a naturally provided experimental model completely devoid of any ethical problems which could be used to study metabolic processes, cell replication, immunity and ageing, and the book is divided into these four compartments. If the maternal tissue attached to the placenta had also been included one cannot but feel that the placenta would afford an admirable experimental animal for the study of human vascular pathology as many clinicians have suggested. It is unfortunate that some ofthe contributors who are essentially scientists have such a low opinion of their clinical colleagues that they are led into statements indicating that some of them have 'tried more than once to interest obstetricians in the value of the placenta as a vehicle for various types of study and even written protocols for them, but they are faithful people who remain true to a traditional view of the afterbirth. For them it remains something you incinerate or use to fertilise the roses'. Such remarks and others like them found in this book are hardly conducive to the atmosphere of harmony and mutual respect which must exist between pure scientists and clinicians if human research is to advance. On a happier aspect many of the authors point out the defects in our knowledge and go so far as to make suggestions as to how these defects could be made good. One defect which is not uncommon in books such as this is that it is occasionally very difficult to know whether the human or rodent placenta is being referred to and more precision about the nature of the tissue under discussion would be welcome.
There is very much of interest to the obstetrician whether or not he is a placentologist by inclination, but the high price and sometimes confusing layout make it impossible to recommend the book as a 'must' for the individual. It is more likely to find a deserved place in university libraries and is certainly to be recommended as an excellent source of reference to those using the placenta for research. What a pleasure to read a well written book. This small book covers a large subject in a noncontroversial manner that makes it very suitable for undergraduates or those postgraduates who want a brief general introduction to the subject. The general principles of oncology including biology, epidemiology, assessment and essentials of therapy are dealt with first. Malignant disease as it affects the various systems is then discussed and the book finishes with general aspects of the therapy of malignant disease.
It would be possible to quibble with some recommendations, for example that remission is best maintained in lymphoblastic leukaemia of childhood with either 6 mercaptopurine or methotrexate, where current practice is to use both, but when I finished the book I thought how few there were. Throughout the book the best current practice had been recommended. There is now a spate of books about oncology, but this would be the book that I hope my houseman would read before he started the job.
I S MALPAS
Professor ofMedical Oncology St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
Neuropsychology. S J Dimond pp 560 £25 London: Butterworths 1980 Although not the work of a medical man, this detailed and well documented volume is likely to interest those neurologists whose daily clinical duties concern patients with higher nervous dys-function. Among the 17chapters the one on sexual behaviour appears as an unexpected bedfellow, so to say. In the chapter headed 'Neuropsychology' it was refreshing to find that the author supports the idea that certain activities often looked upon as focal functions of the brain actually are the expression of a widespread performance. References to the enormous literature upon the subjects are there in abundance, perhaps to an excessive and uncritical degree. The work, however, is not encyclopaedic, for there are many lacunae, just as there are in high quality Gruyere cheese, where it is the solid material which gives pleasure. The author has no false modesty and the first personal pronoun is freely used -something unusual in scientific and medical writing. Actually he can think for himself. He often betrays a pleasing originality, as for example in some of the terms he employs. How bracing to find him referring to the cortex as the 'motor dictionary of the brain', as well as to 'the barbaric brain' and to the 'vision beyond vision'. This work is too recondite and too expensive for students. Cui bono?-perhaps the growing quotient of clinical psychologists.
MACDONALD CRITCHLEY
Honorary Consulting Physician National Hospital for Nervous Diseases, London
Folic Acidin Neurology,Psychiatry and Internal Medicine. M I Botez & E H Reynolds (ed) pp 534 $62.56 New York: Raven Press 1980 The clinical effects of vitamin BI2 deficiency are well known but those of deficiency of folate are less clearly understood. In part, this results from the frequent coincidence of deficiency of these two substances. It has been known for a long time that deficiency of vitamin BI2 can cause neurological and psychiatric complications, and the observation t?at some of these, particularly the symptoms and signs of subacute combined degeneration of the spinal cord, seemed to become worse when dietary folate supplements were given, suggested that deficiency of folate alone did not result in a defined neurological or psychiatric syndrome. In recent years this concept has become more difficult to sustain. In particular, it has been found that in elderly subjects a confusional state may result from folate deficiency, and that recovery may OCcur when folate supplements are given. It has further been suggested that folate deficiency may result in a mild peripheral neuropathy, and a complex and somewhat controversial relationship between anticonvulsant drug medication, folate deficiency and peripheral neuropathy has been the subject of a number of investigations. Nonetheless, the role of folate deficiency in neurological and psychiatric practice remains uncertain. This book reviews these problems. It provides a number of usefUl
